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erant yards. It is not a downpour but any rain is welcome. 
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flower Center. This is what Paul Schlaud 


them a 30-day variance on their waterin or 
and his wife Christina de los Santos did in D ` s The next ANA EC Meeting is June 


. schedule to seed it. Once it took off, get- | 
their front and back yard last year on ting back on the City's watering schedule 25, 6:30 p.m., at the Northwest 


Shoal Creek north of White Rock. They was fine. When I visited in May they had Recreation Center, 2913 Northland 


recently remodeled their house andused aot watered the gtass since October. Drive. The meeting is open to the 
the destruction of their yard as an excuse public. 


to reseed with Habiturf. Paul and Christi- Continued on page 12 
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ANA President's Letter 


David Mintz 


n April, the ANA Executive Committee 

voted to support a proposed traffic sig- 
nal at the intersection of Adams/Shoal- 
mont and Burnet. It is hoped that this 
traffic signal will help make it easier to 
manage traffic associated with the new 
Burnet Flats Apartments that will be 
opening later this year. The light is part 
of a broader plan to add some additional 
traffic management signals on Burnet 
Road between Koenig and 45th Street 
over time, to help make it easier for 
pedestrians to cross and increase safety. In 


addition, the Executive Committee voted 
to support the efforts of neighbors to 
encourage the city to take action against 
an abandoned property on Finley that has 
been the subject of numerous code cita- 
tions. We also heard an update on plans to 
restore the riparian zone along the Shoal 
Creek Green Belt near eastern side of 
2222 and Shoal Creek. 

As we enter into summer, please 
remember to check in on your neighbors, 
particularly your older neighbors, to make 


Continued on page 4 


Kids’ Writing Contest 


Angela Caras 


H ey there, do you think you'te a pretty 
good writer? Have you ever wondered 
what it would be like to be a published 
journalist? You should enter the Allandale 
Neighbors Fourth of July writing contest! 
We're looking for short (50 to 400 words) 
articles about this year’s Fourth of July 
parade. Write about what you did (whether 
you marched in the parade or watched) 
and what you saw, or interview other 
patade goers about 


are written (punctuation and grammar), 
and how interesting they are. The winning 
articles will be published along with out 
Fourth of July parade photos in the 
August newslettet. Articles must be sub- 
mitted between July 4 and July 8! To enter, 
go to out website, at J/fp:/ / wmnallandalere- 
porter.org/ allandale/ and click on the “Writ- 
ing Contest" link. + 


their experiences. 
Writers will be 
divided be age, with 
one group for eight 
and under, one 
group for nine to 12 


yeat olds, and one COPELAND 

gtoup for kids 13 NCEPT 

and up aces wil Remodel ing & Out door Living 

be graded on overall = í 
512.922.4914 


style, how well they 


The A/andale Neighbor is published and distributed bimonthly by the ANA. For more informa- 
tion call the editor at 512-348-8237 or allandaleneighbor@gmail.com. 
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ANA EC Meeting Notes 


David Mintz 


AC May meeting, the ANA (Allandale 
eighborhood Association) Executive 
Committee heatd an update from our dis- 
trict police representatives. All crime is 
down from last yeat and Allandale is 
among the safest neighborhoods in the 
city. The district representatives also 
stressed removing valuables form vehicles 
to reduce burglaries of vehicles. 


ANA President’s Letter 
Continued from page 2 


sure that they aren’t having any trouble. 
Also, be sure to let a trusted neighbor or 
two know if you are traveling, so they can 
be on the lookout for any suspicious activ- 
ity. Finally, with the continuing drought, 
please be mindful of watering restrictions. 
Also, for those of you are who may be 
new to the neighborhood or haven't 
attended in while, I'd encourage you to 
go to the neighborhood association's 54th 
annual Fourth of July parade. Started in 
1960, this is a true neighborhood event 
with families and other patticipants gath- 


TEXAS DPS Ae — 
CREDIT UNION 


Dependable Personal Service 


Texas DPS Credit Union is a 
member-owned, full financial institution 
open to all Allandale residents who wish to join! 


621 West St. Johns Ave. 
512-452-5211 | www.txdpscu.org 


We also heatd proposals from two 
developers who are looking to subdivide 
lots in the neighborhood for residential 
construction. Due to deed restrictions 
on both lots, the ANA EC encouraged 
the developers to work with homeowners 
neat the proposed homes. 

In addition, there was an update on 
plans by the city to restripe lanes and 


ering at 8:30 a.m. at White Rock and Bul- 
lard. Bikes, wagons, cats, scout groups, 
bands, impromptu groups, pets, and peo- 
ple who just want to walk are all welcome 
to join in the fun. The parade starts at 
9:00 a.m. and heads to Gullett Elementa- 
ry School, where there is a short program 
and awatds are presented. Volunteers are 
needed to help with set up, get the start 
of the parade organized, judge for awards 
and clean up afterward. 

Finally, let me remind you that our 
nominations process for next year is 


fee” 


make other safety improvements at the 
intersection of Woodview, North Loop 
and Hancock. These plans were done in 
response to concerns taised by ANA. 

The Executive Committee has also dis- 
cussed moving meetings from Thursdays 
to another evening beginning in Septem- 
ber so we can have a stronger presence at 
city hall. & 


underway. Executive Committee members 
are expected to attend a monthly EC 
meeting (usually about two hours) and 
also to serve on at least one committee— 
Finance, Membership, Zoning, Bylaws, 
Communications, Events, etc. If you 
have an interest in serving on the EC and 
would like to be considered by the Nomi- 
nations Committee, please let me know. 
As always, I can be reached at dmintztx@ 
yahoo.com ot by calling 626-0113. 49 


1012 W Anderson Lane © 
(0183 & Lamar 


Parking lot of Hobby Lobby, Planet Fitness & Bingo M 
www. funkytonkfarmersmarket.com ' 


Allandale Neighbor- 
hood Fourth of July 


Parade 
Marlene Meador 


[5 Allandale Neighborhood Associa- 
tion invites you to join the fun for the 
annual Fourth of July Parade. Come out 
and show your true ted, white and blue 
spitit, and enjoy the company of people 
who make this the best neighborhood in 
Austin. The parade starts promptly at 
9:00 a.m. under the guidance of Grand 
Marshal Joe Reynolds (this is his twelfth 
year in this role). Thanks Joe! The parade 
travels north along Bullard and will end at 
the Gullett Elementaty sports fields. A 
coveted pavilion will be set up for patti- 
otic festivities and presentation of awatds 
fot the participants, individuals and floats. 
For those wishing to participate as 
spectators please gather along Bullard 
between White Rock and Treadwell. For 
anyone wanting to participate by walking, 
riding or matching in the parade please 
gather between 8:00 and 8:30 am on Bull- 
ard just south of White Rock facing 
toward Gullett Elementary. Keep an eye 
out for the wonderful volunteer judges 
led by Mr. John Keohane if you want to 


Henderson 
Plumbing 


452-5963 
Licensed plumbing repair 
Clean, personal service 
29 years experience 
Drain cleaning 


452-5963 
Leave message 


2012 parade participants 


enter the contest for awards for costumes 
and decorated tricycles or bikes. All vehi- 
cles are asked to line up along White 
Rock facing east toward Bullard. Please 
approach this intersection from Great 
Northern Boulevard or Marilyn Drive to 
line up in the correct direction. 

But don’t leave right after the parade! 
In years past our neighborhood scout 
troops have sold hotdogs and snacks as a 
fund raiser, so you might want to bring 
along a little cash. Amy’s Ice Cream is 
always a welcome entry in the parade 
along with the Hawaiian Ice truck. Please 
drop off any Blue Santa toy donations at 
the Hot Potato Queens float and receive 
a small gift of appreciation. 

Hope to see you there and don’t forget 
the sun screen! % 


Gullett Bike Rodeo 


Laura DiCarlo 


bout 35 kids and their parents came 

to Gullett Elementary on Sunday, 
April 14, for a bike rodeo. The back park- 
ing lot on the sunny and warm afternoon 
was a perfect location for youngsters to 
participate in an obstacle course, safety 
check, and “slow race” (an event in which 
bikers compete to be the last one to cross 
the finish line without losing balance on 
their bicycles). Christopher Stanton, 
Executive Director and Founder of the 
Ghisallo Foundation, along with two 
other Ghisallo Foundation volunteers, 
cootdinated the obstacle course and slow 
race. À representative from Sun and Ski 
Sports was on hand doing safety checks 
and helmet fittings. Meanwhile, Gullett 
parent volunteers checked kids in and led 
a bike license plate making craft. A bike 
swap rounded out the event, and all left- 
overs from the swap were donated to the 
Boys and Girls Club of East Austin. 
There were healthy snacks as well as 
sweet treats, and even free bike lights and 
activity books donated from Bike Texas. 
We'te hoping to do a bike rodeo every 


Continued on page 6 


Fernando Kempff, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

2137 B West Anderson Lane 

Austin, TX 78757 

512-467-0007 
www.edwardjones.com 


Storage - Boat & RV Storage - Packing Supplies 


KATHY L. HALL 
Manager 


6400 Burnet Road 
Austin, Texas 78757 


info@burnet-road-storage.com 
www.burnet-road-storage.com 


ph: 512.453.6302 
fax: 512.453.2936 


Edward Jones 


MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 


For professional tax planning 
and return preparation, call 


DONALD R. GREENSPAN 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 


459-1803 


4901 Spicewood Springs Rd 
Suite 200 


greenspancpaaustin.com 


Gullett Bike Rodeo 
Continued from page 5 


May from now on at Gullett, as May is 
National Bike Month. 

Allandale is great for biking, as our 
streets ate mostly flat and many ate wide 
enough for bikes and cars. There were 62 
bikes on the bike rack May 8 for Bike to 
School Day at Gullett, and the Statesman 
recently ran an article about a father who 
coordinates a “bike train” (where kids 
wait at stops to join a group of cyclists, 
just as they would if they were getting on 
a bus) to Brentwood Elementary. Volun- 
teets also coordinated a bike train to Gul- 
lett during Earth Week; this will hopefully 
become a regular occurrence next year. 

However, there ate issues for students 
wanting to ride their bicycles to Gullett. 
Getting onto school grounds can be diffi- 
cult because of all the cars lining up to 
drop off students. The Burnet Road and 
RM 2222 crossings ate barriers to biking 
to Gullett and Lamar. Also, many streets 
do not have designated bike lanes. In 
addition, residents have brought up con- 


Shoal Creek Green- 
belt Restoration 


Kata Carbone 


Dp Northland Drive and Bull 
Creek Road lies the popular Shoal 
Creek Greenbelt at Allandale. When 
walking, driving, or cycling by on Shoal 
Creck Boulevard, we are struck by the 
greenbelt's tranquil beauty. But up close 
and on foot, we can see signs of long- 
term neglect: a thin tree canopy, exposed 
tree roots, compacted earth, stream bank 
erosion, antiquated storm drains, a mas- 
sive invasion of non-native trees and 
shrubs, and trash- the ubiquitous 
byproduct of humans. 

In the spring of 2012, the City of Aus- 
tin evaluated this particular section of the 
Shoal Creek, greenbelt along with 28 
other sites, for “riparian function.” When 
rating how well this greenbelt protected 
the health of the creek, the greenbelt 
scored in the “degraded” category. 

Fortunately, a number of recent initia- 
tives brought some much needed atten- 
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cerns that bicyclists do not always follow 

traffic rules; and, of course, careless 

motorists can be a danger to cyclists. 

With that in mind, please consider 
these guidelines when operating a vehicle 
of any type: 

m Come to a complete stop at all stop 
signs and red lights. 

= People driving should not drive in bike 
lanes, and people biking are encout- 
aged to ride in the bike lanes when 
safe to do so. 

= Communication is key to safety on the 
roads. People riding bikes may use 
hand turn signals when it is safe to do 
so (it is not always safe for a cyclist to 
remove his or her hand from the han- 
dlebars). 

m When approaching an intersection with 
the intent to proceed straight through, 
cyclists should make sure they ate seen 
by drivers turning right. Oftentimes 
drivers are looking left for oncoming 
cats and roll into the intersection 
before they look right. 

m Always wear a helmet when riding a 
bike. 


tion to the greenbelt. The first order of 
business was the designation of a “no- 
mow” Grow Zone by Austin’s Parks and 
Recreation and Watershed Protection 
departments. This immediate, no-cost 
remedy allows trees, understory shrubs, 
and native grasses to grow and gradually 
improve the entire ecosystem. 

Volunteers from all over town have 
organized and participated in a number 
of events to help restore this eight-acre 
atea to its natural beauty. 


Shoal Creek Group Cleanup: Sep- 
tember 2012 

Stephen Bell gathered 20 volunteers 
together to remove trash and several large 
items —including grocery carts and mat- 
tresses— from the greenbelt and creek. As 
Toya Haley mentioned in our October 
2012 newsletter, “Stephen is committed 
to conserving and preserving the natural 
beauty of Shoal Creek.” 

Stephen was right when he said, “I 
know that we can make a real difference 
with continued efforts to clean up and 
beautify this part of the creek." 


According to notes Allandale Safety 
committee member Kata Carbone took at 
the May 7 Commander's Forum at 
McCallum High School, Austin recently 
passed the “vulnerable road user" ordi- 
nance that requires people driving to 
safely pass road usets— walkers, cyclists, 
and construction wotkers. If there are 
two or more marked lanes in the same 
direction, the motorist must vacate the 
lane used by the bicyclist or slow down 
and pass on the left at a safe distance 
(three feet for passenger vehicles and 
light trucks and six feet for other vehi- 
cles). If it is not safe to pass, mototists 
must slow down, follow the bicyclist and 
wait for a safe passing opportunity. Offi- 
cers will be on the road to enforce this 
otdinance. 

Please contact Allandale Safety Chair 
and Gullett PTA Green Team Coordina- 
tor Laura DiCarlo at 529-1701 or /hdicar- 
lo@yahoo.com if you would like to join a 
committee to help foster safe routes for 
biking and walking in Allandale. +% 


Small Elementary School Planting: 
November 2012 

Seventy Fourth graders planted native 
gtasses, spread thousands of wildflower 
seeds, and removed invasive plants, while 
learning all about the Shoal Creek water- 
shed. These industtious youngsters took 
the “field trip" concept to a whole new 
level. 


Watershed Creek Walk: January 2013 

Mateo Scoggins from Watershed Pro- 
tection led 35 nature enthusiasts on a 
tout of the “no-mow” Grow Zone for a 
lively discussion on the current and 
future ecological state of the creek, 
greenbelt, and urban forest. 


Ready, Set, Plant: February 2013 

A partnership between TreeFolks, Aus- 
tin’s Forestry Division, and Watershed 
Protection brought together 50 volun- 
teers from across Austin to plant 700 
saplings in the greenbelt as part of the 
long-range plan to restore native tree and 
shrub divetsity, stabilize the creek banks, 
and improve water quality. 


Several volunteers remarked in dismay 
at the proliferation of invasive species on 
both sides of the creek. In May and early 
June, the City of Austin partnered with 
the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center 
to train citizens on invasive plant identifi- 
cation and monitoring, Sites throughout 
Austin will be prioritized for treatment or 
removal of invasives. 


Keep Austin Beautiful, Clean Sweep: 
April 2013 

Partnering with the City of Austin’s 
Code Compliance, Keep Austin Beautiful 
(KAB) quickly filled the 50 volunteer 
slots for this cleanup project. Site leader 
David Orshalick was surprised and 
delighted when 75 volunteers —including 
members of the Tzu-Chi Foundation 
(who adopted this portion of the creek), 
Austin Stone Church, UT Marine Science 
Club, UT National Honor Society, and a 
few Allandale residents— arrived to 
remove large amounts of flood and 
homeless camp debris from the flood- 
plain. 

Yen-Ping Liu explained that the Tzu- 
Chi Foundation “values the importance 
of having a clean environment, and we 
volunteers do what we can -promoting 
vegetarianism and the regular cleaning of 


Shoal @ Allandale: 
Site Overview 


The Shoal Creek at 
Allandale Improvement 
Project will redesign 
stormwater drainage at 
three sites. At each 
site, multiple sections 
of concrete drain pipe 
will be removed and 
vegetation lined 
channels constructed 
at two of the sites. The 
project will improve 
water quality and 
increase water 
infiltration. 


The existing walking 


path will also be 
redesigned to take 
advantage of the new 
landscape. 


public sites, encouraging the use of 
reusable goods, and reducing car- 
bon footprints— so that out chil- 
dren can inherit something they're 
proud o£" Ping reflected the entire 
group’s enthusiasm when he said, 
“Tm excited to see a visible change 
we can make in this portion of 
Shoal Creek.” 

This particular cleanup event was 
especially important for Allandale 
as it targeted a long-neglected area 
that offers a surprising and beauti- 
ful forest retreat not usually found 
in an urban setting. Read one vol- 
unteer’s account of this cleanup effort at 
m. keepaustinbeautifulorg/ Biog- 
CleanSweep2013. 


Upcoming Restoration Projects 

As another benefit of increased atten- 
tion to the greenbelt, volunteers identified 
and reported some serious flaws in the 
Bull Creek storm drain outfall. City engi- 
neering staff confirmed that a redesign is 
needed to ensure that the structure is not 
threatened by further erosion. See image 
below for an overview of the project. 

The conversion of three concrete drain 
pipes into bioswales to filter storm water 
runoff from Shoal Creek Boulevard 


GNP Shoal Creek 


Channel Bottom 


Channel Banks 


2ft Elevation Contours $ 
Proposed Trail 


I Sa 


Tu-Chi Foundation 


G 
P 
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before it enters Shoal Creek has been 
anticipated for some time. Bioswales are 
stream-like areas that are designed to 
remove pollutants and silt in creeks and 
rivers by giving water runoff time to soak 
into the ground rather than simply spill 
directly into those bodies of water. 
Watershed Protection plans to complete 
the project this summer, followed by 
Parks and Recreation’s realignment of the 
nature trail to bypass the bioswales. 

Volunteers who care about this pre- 
cious resource in the middle of Allandale 
can help with future greenbelt events; 
contact AWandaleS hoalCreek-owner@ 
yahoogroups.com. * 


Overview of the Shoal Creek at Allandale Improvement Project. More images of the project can be found at 


wwy.allandaleneighbor.com 


ANA Garage Sale Success 


Laura Slaughter 


n Saturday, May 4, 2013, The Allan- 

dale Neighborhood Association 
(ANA) held its annual neighborhood 
garage sale. This year 37 families partici- 
pated at 25 locations. One site was set up 
specifically as a fund raiser for a Girl 
Scout troop. Additionally, the ANA had a 


location site at Lamar where neighbors 
could bring unwanted items. A total of 
$145.80 was raised and 10 memberships 
were added. 

If any participating families still have a 
sign please either return it to the next 
ANA meeting or drop it off at 7716 


New Stoplight Proposed for Burnet Road 


Sam Shore 


he Allandale and Brentwood Neigh- 

borhood Associations have recently 
joined forces to work with the City of 
Austin Transportation Department to 
address traffic concerns along the south 
end of Burnet Road. Along with all the 
development along the stretch of Burnet 
Road between Koenig Lane / FM2222 
and North Loop comes a great deal of 
additional auto traffic. Residents from 
both neighborhoods have independently 
approached various city staff to raise 


concerns about the traffic. In February 
2013, representatives from neighbor- 
hoods on both sides of Burnet Road 
began meeting jointly with staff from the 
transportation division. These meetings 
have resulted in the transportation staff 
taking a special look at traffic in the arca 
and coming up with recommendations to 
implement traffic management measures 
to address auto, bicycle and pedestrian 
flow along and across Burnet Road. 

City staff met with members from both 


Shoal Creck Boulevard. A special thanks 
to Marlene Meador who tirelessly worked 
the ANA booth all day, Don and Beverly 
Harkey who transported donations, and 
out vety own Kata the map master for 
getting the Google map set up and the 
garage sale posted to Craigslist. +% 


neighborhood associations on April 25 to 
discuss proposed traffic plans for Burnet 
Road and to receive input from residents 
in the affected areas. A first step to address 
the traffic associated with the 179 apart- 
ments being built on Adams Avenue (But- 
net Flats), and to promote connectivity 
across Burnet Road, is installing a traffic 
light and crosswalk at the intersection of 
Burnet / Adams / Shoalmont. 

The new light will not have a protected 
turn into the neighborhoods on either 


Your Allandale Neighbor & Real Estate Professional 


I have been serving the real estate needs of Central Austin neighborhoods 
for over 30 years and am knowledgeable in all areas of residential real 
estate with advanced training in the following areas: 


CRS - Certified Residential Specialist 
ABR - Accredited Buyer’s Representative 
SRES - Seniors Real Estate Specialist 
CLHMS - Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialist 


Ready to sell your home - or just thinking about it? Call me 
for a complementary market analysis and put my experience 


to work for you. 


Sibyl Dyke 
RealtorSABR, CLHMS, CRS, SRES 
Mobile 512.689.4083 
sibyl@sibyldyke.com 


www.covertingersollproperties.com 


Covert 
Ingersoll 


PROPERTIES 


side, as there is no room for a dedicated 
left turn lane. In an effort to address 
speeding on Shoalmont, city staff pre- 
sented a dormant traffic calming request 
and instructed residents about what it 
would take to reactivate the request and 
move it to the top of the priority list. 
City staff responded positively to resi- 


dents’ request to have the new light 
remain active around the clock rather 
than have it go to flashing status late at 
night. It was also noted that the light 
would have the sensitivity to detect bicy- 
cle traffic and activate when cyclists are at 
the intersection. Later steps may include 
another traffic signal at Burnet Road and 


Neighbor Profile: Max and Betty on Silverway 


How long have you lived in Austin 
and in Allandale? 

We moved here from Abilene in Janu- 
ary 1965. 


What was Allandale like when you 
moved here? 

There were many young families just 
buying their first home. Many children 
played in the front yards, and most moth- 
ets were at home during the day while 
dad worked to support the family. Most 
had only one cat. When we moved in our 
home, most of the children were elemen- 
tary school age on our street. 

'The schools were not integrated when 
we moved in and the first nonwhite fami- 
ly was the Burl Hancock Family. I believe 
he was on the City Council. I remember 
one day there came a knock on the door 
and it was one of their children asking 
my permission for them to walk on our 
gtass (there were no sidewalks going up 
the hill on Silverway to Lucy Reed, and 
their mother was concerned about them 
walking in the street). For the record, I 
believe the Hancock children were the 
only ones who sought permission. 

Silverway Drive was open to traffic 
then. The North Austin Bank was being 
built and the owners wanted to open Sil- 
verway all the way to Burnet Road, and 
the neighborhood did not want that due 
to the many school children who walked 
to and from school each day ... So the 
neighborhood came together, signed a 
petition, stating they would remove their 
money from the bank, if the street was 
opened, so they decided not to pursue it 
anymore, and the street did not open to 
Burnet Road. 

In those days the creek at the end of 
our street always had water in it, and the 
kids all played there. When walking home 
from school they would play under the 
bridge. In the summer time they played in 


the creek. All 
along the creek 
were honeysuck- 
le vines, and 
large Chinaberry 
trees, and in the 
spring all the 
kids would stop 
coming home 
from school, pull 
the flowers off 
the honey suckle 
vines, suck the 
nectar, and also 
throw the China 
Berries at one 
another, and go 
for a wade in the creek. On many occa- 


Betty and Vernon Arell 


sions one of more of them would end up 
in the creek. 

You could walk down the creek all the 
way to the Northwest Park. There were 
caves where the kids played. There were 
no homeless people camping in and 
around the park and creek, and under the 
bridges, so everyone felt safe for their 
children to walk to the park alone ... All 
the adults watched out for all the kids. 
After school, and in the summer the chil- 
dren would gather in someone’s yard, and 
whoever the mother was in that house 
was responsible for Kool-aide, cookies, ot 
popcorn for all the children and they 
played there until dark, moving from 
house to house with just a phone call 
from that mother informing others where 
they were they were going next... 

Shoal Creek ended at Foster Lane 
(then it was Anderson Lane). There were 
just fields of wild flowers, horseback rid- 
ers, and there was a big dip at the end of 
the street at Foster Lane and Shoal Creek. 
There was a storm drain there where the 
kids played, and when heavy rains came 
the kids, and a few adults, would go 


Houston Street, and a pedestrian hybrid 
beacon at Burnet and Lawnmont. 

This recent collaboration with the city 
on traffic concerns is an important step 
in developing an ongoing dialogue to deal 
with the new developments and increas- 
ing traffic along Burnet Road. + 


watch cars get caught in the rising water. 
We all looked forward to the Fourth of 
July parade. One family had a fire truck 
and all the kids wanted to ride, and those 
that couldn’t ride would ride horses, bikes, 
wagons, and little cars, all decorated... 


What do you think would surprise 
people the most about how Allan- 
dale used to be? 

How much like a small country town it 
was. Most people knew each other, either 
from living neat one another, from their 
kids’ school, church, or some activity that 
brought us all together. The family eve- 
ning meal was important, but after the 
meal, everyone was outside in the front 
yard, watching the kids play, while the 
neighbors visited one another ... Now 
people seem to go inside, perhaps in 
front of the TV and are not so caring 
about one another. There are only a few 
of us left who have been here all these 
years and we still check up on each other, 
but the rest not so much. 

Because we all knew each other, did 
things together, looked after one another, 
it was like we were all family. Somehow 


Continued on page 10 
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Neighbor Profile: Max and Betty on Silverway 


Continued from page 9 


as the city has grown we have lost some 
of that. Perhaps it is because both adults 
in the home so often work and there 
does not seem to be time for neighbor- 
hood activities. 


What are some of the biggest 
changes you've seen in Allandale? 
'There is much more traffic, and more 
people. There are more businesses on 
Andetson and Burnet Road. There is 
also so much mote crime. There are 
mote bike riders and runners. There are 


no longer horses coming down the street. 


I can remember when the young riders 
would cross over our lawn on their hors- 
es because riding on the street was so 
much more dangerous. 

The biggest single change, I think, 
occurred in 1981 when our street, and 
most of the rest of the area, was flooded. 
All the houses on our street had water in 
them. Ours had less than the others 


because my husband opened the doors 
and it just came in and then ran out, but it 
ruined everything inside. People forget 
whatever the river runs over it carries with 
it, so we had all sorts of things, including 
stray animals floating around in our home. 
Following that flood, several houses on 
the street were condemned and had to be 
torn down, so many friends moved else- 
where, and it has never been the same 
since. The creek was re-routed, the bridge 
closed and made into a foot bridge. The 
city put large rocks in the creek (I have 
never understood why) and it changed the 
creek forever. Where there once was water 
trickling, even in the dry season, and fish 
swimming, now it has to be a very hard 
rain and in a matter of hours, it is all 
gone, and just a few puddles set and grow 
moss. The city does not keep the creek 
clean, children no longer play there, older 
teens, and adults now walk down the 
creek bed to Northcross Mall, and on a 


few occasions the police have come and 
discovered items taken in petty ctimes 
hidden under the bridge. It is not safe to 
walk there anymore. 


What is the most interesting / 
amazing / surprising thing you have 
ever seen in Allandale? 

The most interesting to me is how the 
population has changed. We have many 
more people of other races, many from 
other lands and they have brought with 
them, their culture, language, and foods. 

I guess I am most surprised at the rate of 
growth in Austin. 


What do you like best about Allan- 
dale? 

My neighbors and the friends I have 
made here. I also like living on this cor- 
ner. I can sit and literally watch the world 
pass by. 

Editors note: This interview was edited to fit 
the length requirements of the newsletter. You 
can read the full text of the interview at our 
website: http:/ / wwm.allandaleneighbor.com/ 
allandale/. «e 
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Marakesh Cafe and 
Grill 


Marsha Edwards 


Meeks Cafe and Grill has recently 
relocated to Allandale from a down- 
town Congress location. The restaurant is 
family owned by a mother, daughter and 
son: Abir, Sarona, and Satu Saadeh. All 
foods are fresh, made in house. The menu 
includes gluten free, vegan, and sugar free 
entrees. Even the salad dressings at 
Marakesh are made fresh without sugar. 
Voila! Sugar free is a big plus for me as I 
do not eat sugar. I have eaten many salads 
dry and left numerous restaurants in Aus- 
tin because I could not find a single meal 
that has no added sugar. 

My husband and I have eaten from 
their lunch menu twice. It was wonderful- 
ly relaxing, The food is delicious and the 
environment beautiful. The price range 
for lunch is four to nine dollars, items on 
the dinner menu range from four to 20 
dollars. Wi-Fi is available. 

'The menu covers a wide range of foods 


from the Mediterranean 
area. Middle Eastern 
foods include falafel, 
dolmatis, hummus, 
baba ghanoush, kibbeh 
cones, spanakopita, 
tabouleh, mujadara,and 
kafta. The Italian panini 
I can personally vouch 
for. The Moroccan 
couscous is yummy. 
'The Greek salads look 
to be delicious. Let us 
not forget daily fresh 
soups. Desserts are all 
homemade: nothing 
sugar free there. 

The dinner menu 
has many of the lunch items, but adds 
seafood, kabobs, and lamb chops. Mezze 
is served: it is a feast of small plates and 
appetizers shared “in merriment of good 


Inside Marakesh 


company.” Sounds so nurturing... 

Various wines ate available, currently 
from Italy, California and France. Middle 
Eastern wines are being investigated— 
perhaps coming soon. 


DISCOVER 


Se 


Mack and I are adding this to our list 
of favorite restaurants. It is located in the 
new strip center off Steck on the north 
entrance toad to Lowes: 


Marakesh Cafe and Grill 

3301 Steck Avenue, Suite 106 
Mon - Thurs: 11:00 am - 9:00 pm, 
Fri - Sat: 11:00 am - 10 pm 
476-7735 % 
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Adapting to Less: Drought-tolerant Yards in 


Allandale 
Continued from front page 


Other things I learned are that Habiturf 
does not require regular watering, it is not 
shade-tolerant (it needs sun), and it goes 
dormant in the winter months as well as 
in the hot summer months when there is 
little rain. Rain brings it back to life, 
though. That said, it looked quite healthy. 
Cost for a two pound bag of seed from 
the Wildflower Center is $79.95, or you 
can purchase it through a company called 
DK Seeds out of San Antonio. 

Katie and David Timmons, on the other 
hand, gave their yard on Placid Place south 
of Hancock a complete overhaul. Instead 
of replacing their grass with a heartier ver- 
sion, they removed it entirely and substi- 
tuted native and well adapted plants. Kati 
and David's 75’ x 150 lot is now a native 
plant showpiece and was featured on the 
KLRU's Central Texas Gardener program 
two yeats ago. Fig trees, yaupon holly, 
sages, and mountain laurels along with a 
rich variety of other native plants fill their 
yatd and are intermixed with decomposed 


Monkey Nest Coffee 
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granite pathways, yard art, 
mote ttees, and a small sit- 
ting area. The Jasmine vine 
was in bloom when I visit- 
ed, wafting a delightful 
scent around the trellis lead- 
ing into theit backyard. 
David said they started the 
yard project on the edges 
of the yard. That was back 
in the late 1980s. There was 
no grand plan at the time but the end 
result, many years later, sure makes it 
appear as if there were. 

Drought tolerant does not mean you do 
not have to water. David says he uses less 
water than people with irrigations systems 
but he does hand water a lot, mostly on the 
plants most visible from the house. All of 
the plants would survive with less water, 
but watering certainly perks them up. 

David is not suggesting a yard overhaul 
is the solution to adapting to these dry 
times; however, he did share some advice 
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David Timmons standing in his yard full of native plants 


for those wanting to incorporate more 
native plants into their yards. Get the 
right plants, ones that are right for the 
soil and sunlight where you intend to 
plant them. If you like the results, get 
more. Drive around Allandale to see what 
others are growing. Make use of the local 
experts like Shoal Creek Nursery when 
you are ready to make your selections. 
*Even the big box stores have gotten bet- 
tet about stocking plants that will work 
here," David says. He also recommends 
checking out the Central Texas Gardener 


Tea 


MonkeyNestCoffee.com 


San and Jan Wiliams in their xeriscaped front yard 


website (pm &lru.org/ cg), which will point 
you to a number of great local resources, 
and getting a copy of “Native and Adapt- 
ed Landscape Plants," produced by the 
Grow Green program of the Texas 
AgtiLife Extension. To see David and 
Kati's yard, go to Youtube and seatch on 
“Kati & David Timmons no-lawn garden 
design | Central Texas Gardener.” 

Janis and San Williams, who live on a 
corner lot on Fairlane Drive, have a 
hybrid version of a drought-tolerant yard. 
San completely xeriscaped the back yard 
and is on a “as I get to it” schedule to 
xeriscape the front and side yard. It is a 
big lot. He has made quite a bit of prog- 
ress, though, and the yard looks great! He 
has put in xeriscaped beds around the 
trees and in the strip between the sidewalk 
and the street — anywhere the grass has 
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not done well. He has accented it with 
pavers and with some large rocks 
from the cemetery. He does a little bit 
at time; each section is its own proj- 
ect. As San said, “It is always a work 
in progress.” 

Marsha and Mack Edwards, who 
live just north of the Williams on 
Bullard Drive, also have what I call a 
hybrid yard, one that has a mix of 
grass and native plants. They have 
bordered off a couple of large sec- 
tions in their front yard, includ- 
ing the area between the curb and 
the street, where they have con- 
structed beds using decomposed 
granite instead of mulch for the top 
layer. The beds are planted with a 
vatiety of native plants and bushes 
and are surrounded by St Augustine. 
Their back yard is completely xeri- 
scaped (no grass), and it includes a 
vegetable garden and three compost 
piles. 

As with the Williams, landscaping 
the yatd is an ongoing ptocess. 

Marsh and Mack did not do it all at 
once. They have been working on it 
ever since they moved there in 2000. 
They started by educating themselves 
about what to grow, at the Lady Bird 
Johnson Wildflower Centet. Blackfoot 
daisies, Indian blan- 
kets, fall asters, Yellow 
bells, Echinacea, 
Feather Grass, Big 
Muhy and Pine Muhy 
grass, and Sedges are 
some of the native 
plants in her beds. 
Marsha says getting 

the right plants in the 
right place with the 
ptoper attention has 
largely been a process of 
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trial and error. “You may 
have a drought tolerant 
plant,” she says, “but it 
may die because you 
water it too much or 
because you planted it in 
the wrong place.” 

Steve Johnson has 
taken a different 
approach to landscaping 
in these dry conditions. 
He planted wildflower 


Steve Johnson in front of 


seeds. You probably noticed the results 
driving by his house on Shoal Creek south 
of Foster. His yard is full of wildflowers 
of all different colors and sizes. Steve says, 
“The main reason I did it was to improve 
the way that part of the yard looks and 
because it’s easy; they self-regenerate.” 
Whether or not it saves on water is debat- 
able. Ultimately, he plans to xeriscape the 
entire yard — front and back. “At this 
point,” he says, “my water usage is up 
compared to when I first moved in. I 


his yard of wildflowers 


think eventually itll go down after every- 
thing gets established." We will have to 
check back in a yeat or two to find out 
how it is working. 

It was a pleasure meeting these neigh- 
bors and seeing the changes they are 
making to adapt to these dry times. What 
Ilearned is putting in a drought tolerant 
yard takes work, patience, tenacity, and a 
willingness to experiment. The results, at 
least in the case of the five yards I saw, 
ate magnificent! Are you ready? 4 
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Dog Talk: Containment 
Cheryl Silver 


n this article I am using the term “con- 

tainment" broadly. The notion behind 
adequate containment is that it will keep 
yout dog safe. 

Containment tools include items like 
crates, x-pens, fencing, and leashes. The 
following are bits and pieces of info 
related to the above training tools. 

Crates are made either of plastic or 
heavy duty wire. Crate training can be 
painless and positive and, in some fami- 
lies, provides an avenue for a family to 
statt training their “outside” dog to be 
inside and to be a true member of the 
family. I am more than happy to provide 
one-on-one guidance to crate train your 
dog. 

Regardless of the type crate you use, I 
recommend putting it in a central place 
(den, living room) where the dog is not 
isolated (like in a laundry room). Feeding 
a dog in their crate starts to create a posi- 
tive association with going into the crate. 
Setting it near a sliding glass door so the 
dog can see out provides a bit of stimula- 
tion to the dog who is crated. Placing a 
tubber-backed rug or a rubber bath under 


We tailor our projects to the needs, budgets, and 
personalities of our clients with quality construction 
and fine detailing. 


(c) 


CG:S 


DESIGN-BUILD 


and Outdoor Spaces 


www.CGSDB.com 


Residential Architecture, Construction, 


512.444.1580 


the crate protects the floor and prevents 
the crate from sliding. Using padding of 
some sort inside the crate is a good idea 
if the dog doesn't chew or shred it. If the 
dog does shred cloth, get some shredded 
paper (the long skinny strip rather than 
the stuff that is like confetti) and put 
some in there ... it works very well. 

Transporting your dog in a crate is a 
smatt way to travel. Should there be an 
accident and you are unconscious, authot- 
ities will be able to move the dog in the 
crate without risk to themselves. If the 
dog is loose, she might run into traffic or 
choose to guard you (in which case 
authorities may shoot her to save you). 
Plastic crates are safer than wire crates in 
the car. Wire welds can come apart under 
great stress and injure your dog, 

X-pens are one of the coolest tools for 
containment or puppies, sick dogs, etc. 
X-pen stands for “exercise pen.” An 
X-pen consists of metal panels that are 
hooked together and fold out to some- 
thing like a playpen. Unlike a crate, they 
do not have a floor; they sit directly on 
whatever surface you select. Some agile 


dogs learn to climb over the top, but you 
can make them very desirable by putting 
a dog bed, toys, etc. inside. Pet stores sell 
stainless steel buckets of various sizes 
that you can hang on the side of the 
x-pen so that water is available but won't 
get knocked over. Look them up on the 
internet. They fold flat, come in differing 
heights, are highly portable and can be 
hooked up to a ctate to add an extra 
dimension to utility. I love this tool; I bet 
you will, too. 

Leashes ate a tool that will keep your 
dog alive and out of trouble. It is sim- 
ple—keep your dog(s) leashed unless in a 
designated off-leash area. Keeping your 
dog on leash will keep you out of trouble, 
as well. This past weekend I went to a 
yard sale where someone was watching 
their own dog and their friend's dog— 
neither was leashed. This was on a busy 
street with many people coming and 
going. I suggested that it would keep their 
dogs safe to be leashed and she said, “We 
have never had a problem with them off- 
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Dog Talk: Containment 
Continued from page 15 


leash near the street.” I will share that 
numerous people who come to rescue to 
adopt will tell you about the death of 
their dog who ran out in traffic and was 
killed—they all say the same thing: “He 
never did that before." 

Regarding walking an unleashed dog— 
regatdless of how friendly yout dog is, 
should that dog jump playfully on some- 
one who does not want it and should the 
person's skin be broken, know that that 
may be construed as a possible bite and 
yout dog will pay the price of being 
picked up or labeled as a dog who is a 
tisk to people. What if your friendly dog 
runs up to a leashed dog who doesn't like 
it and there is a fight and someone gets 
bitten breaking up the fight. You can 
count on the unleashed dog being in 
trouble. Just leash them. 

Fencing is the outer limit of contain- 
ment of your home. Fencing can deterio- 
rate—check it every month at the same 
time that you give out the monthly heart- 
worm preventative. Look for gaps that 
have evolved due to soil washing away, 
board breaking, or other animals digging 
at the fence line. 

Dogs left outside often entertain them- 
selves by digging at the fence line. You 
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Here is a foster dog in an X-pen with her 10 puppies. Note the water bucket hanging on the x-pen. 


can prevent this type of escape by pur- 
chasing a four-foot wide roll of welded 
wire, bending the wire at a right angle and 
putting one side on the ground (extend- 
ing two feet into the yard) and the other 
side up the fence (then stapling it there). 
Alternatively, you can bury invisible fence 
about 20 inches from your fence line and 
then activate it—it will keep dogs from 
approaching the fence to either dig or 


climb up the fence. Remember to move 
items that your dog can climb up to go 
over the fence. Of course, this becomes a 
moot point if your dog is inside. 

This information is so basic; I look 
forward to talking with any of you who 
want to discuss containment plans for 
your specific situation. 


csilver2@austin.rr.com 
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Neighborhood Watch 


Laura DiCarlo 


ince the April newsletter there has 

been just one burglary of residence 
(BOR), about 15 burglary of vehicles 
(BOVs), two Commander's Forums (one 
for Baker and one for Ida), a Citizen-Led 
Austin Safety Partnership (CLASP) meet- 
ing, continued graffiti removal, and issues 
with a drug house and an abandoned 
property. 

I was unable to attend the Command- 
ers Forum on May 7, but Safety Co-Chair 
Kata Carbone and ANA board member 
John Keohane provided a summary to 
the list-serv and a more detailed account 
to me. Topics included bicycle safety and 
Wander ID technology (which I men- 
tioned in my April newsletter article). 

Another topic of the CLASP gather- 
ing, which included citizen Neighborhood 
Watch leaders from all over Austin, was 
the Austin Police Department (APD) 
budget. According to Sergeant Brian 
Manley, who spoke at the CLASP meet- 
ing, police departments strive for two 


officers for every 1000 residents, and 
we're currently 25% short of this goal 
because of our population growth. A 
study was done in Austin that indicated 
APD needs 250 mote officers. While they 
are hoping to add this many over a five- 
year period, APD is asking for funds to 
pay for 92 more officers immediately. 
Actually, at the forum they said 47 offi- 
cers and at the CLASP meeting they said 
92 officers, so there needs to be some 
clarification from APD. 

Commander Romoser at the forum 
and Sergeant Manley at the CLASP meet- 
ing both pointed out that while Austin 
residents rate police services higher than 
residents of cities of similar size, APD 
strives to do better, and one goal is to cut 
response time to seven minutes or under 
(currently response time is 7.5-8 minutes). 
According to John’s notes, because of the 
lack of staffing, police on duty spend 
almost all their time dealing with emer- 
gency calls and have little time for patrol 


and crime preven- 
tion policing. Vio- 
lent crime is about 
4.3 per 1000 and 
property crime 
about 54 per 1000 population, per year. 

Also according to John’s notes and 
what I heard from Sergeant Manley at the 
CLASP meeting, another cost is the 
policing for big events such as Austin 
City Limits and Formula 1. South By 
Southwest provides compensation, but 
many big events, though they need polic- 
ing, are able to get waivers from the City 
Council and thus draw police away from 
neighborhoods without paying for the 
coverage. 

According to Kata’s notes, "The num- 
ber one thing that citizens can do is to 
talk to the City Council to support APD. 
Other ways citizens can help is by attend- 
ing Commander’s forums to stay 
informed, and connect with sector offi- 
cers and district representatives.” 4 
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Gullett Good News 


Stephanie Schultz 


Ge Librarian Kay Gooch traveled 
to Washington, D.C. in mid-May to 

collect the Reading is Fundamental (RIF) 
2013 Ann Hazard Richardson Volunteer 
of the Year Award. Gooch was recog- 


just two or three tattered covers of 
old, unwanted books. They can’t 
imagine how life would be without 
their books and they're so passionate 
about helping other kids,” 


Gooch 


nized for leading Gullett’s fundraising 
efforts for the program. In the seven 


explained. 
Back on campus, Gooch quickly 


Puf ouuy jo Áso1ynoo oj0qd 


dove into the Half-Priced Book Fair, 
an end-of-the-year favorite for kids 
and parents. “It smells good in 
there,” said Drew, a third grader. “It’s 
fun too because you get to go there, 
sometimes during math lessons. You 


years that Gullett has participated, the 
school has raised more than $135,000, 
money that goes directly toward books 
for underserved communities in Austin. 

As part of her journey, Ms. Gooch met 
Texas Senator Ted Cruz and the Book- 
Spring Board, which includes Linda Bird 
Johnson. She distributed books to kids at 
an inner-city D.C. school and spent time 
with Kareem Adbul Jabbar, who is the 
non-profit’s spokesperson. 

In a press release distributed by Read- 
ing is Fundamental, Gooch explained 
Gullett's success: “I kick off the program 
by pulling out a bookcase full of their 
favorite books, from classics like ‘Fox in 
Socks’ to new best-sellers like ‘Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid’. We talk about how much 
these books mean in their lives. Then I 
catt out a bookshelf that’s mostly empty, 


AN AUSTIN TELCO TELCO 


/ 2 Mgr CREDIT UNION 
512-302-5555 | 800-252-1310 | www.atfcu.org 


can do math there, really, because 
you have to figure out what half 
price is.” 

All that shopping —and the arrival 
of consistent summer temperatures— 
made for lots of thirsty students and 
patents. Luckily for shoppers, the 
third graders were selling lemon-aide 
for just 50 cents a cup. “Everyone 
was thinking, it’s so hot, let’s get some 
lemon-aide,” explained one of the third 
graders early in the week. The industrious 
young students were raising money for 
the World Wildlife Fun. 


Gullett Librarian Kay Gooch dressed up as Mother 
Ginger during Gullett’s RIF fundraising celebration 


This summer Gullett will have open 
library hours. Once a month, Ms. Gooch 
will open the library doors and welcome 
students in to check out books and keep 
on reading! Check the Gullett website 
(gullettgeckos.com) to find out the dates. 


Continued on page 20 


'realty/austin 
i know allandale 


| live here. | work here. | run here. | 
love to participate in our wonderful 
neighborhood. 


Contact me to find out about your 
neighborhood credit! 


New Auto Loans 
as low as 


Call Ruth E. Powers to get the true 
A value of your home for a quick and 
Home Equity Loans efficient sale. 


as low as 


2. 995 m 


5 Years Fixed 


Ruth E. Powers 
REALTORG, ABR, MBA 
512.964.3434 
ruth@realtyaustin.com 


‘Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as". 


Actual rate may vary depending on credit qualifications. Rates 


and terms subject to change without notice. Federally 
Insured by NCUA. Austin Telco NMLS #422857 


Free Checking | 300+ Free ATMs | 22 Austin Metro Locations 


www.RuthEPowers.com 
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Gullett Good News 
Continued from page 19 


Many students will also enjoy Bluebonnet 
Camp, where they will read many of the 
selections from the 2013-2014 Bluebon- 
net list. Ms Gooch, along with a fellow 
librarian from another school, will run the 
camp for a week in mid-June and again in 
mid-July. Kids always enjoy the camp and 
get a great start on Bluebonnet books for 
the upcoming school year. 

Bluebonnet will be one of many camps 
at the school in June and July. Creative 
Action camps will be held at Gullett, Be 
the Change camp will be run by Greg 
DeAtley and James Butler, and Game On 
will take place too. Movie camps, drama 
camps, amazing tace camp- lots to keep 
Gecko students active. In July, there will be 
several sessions of Octave Above music 
camp from the school music teachers. 


Year End Activities 

But before summer fun could begin, 
the kids were busy going on some fun 
field trips during May. The fifth graders 
went to the LBJ Library; the fourth grad- 
ers went to the Capitol and were joined 
by the fifth graders to attend the Austin 
Symphony. The third graders went to the 


Allandale is one of the most desirable areas in Austin. 


IMAX with their kindergarten buddies, 
and the preK ventured out to a water 
park. In between all that, the choir put on 
their spring concert, our students biked to 
school for national bike-to-work day and 
of course, the Gullett talent show spot- 
lighted the many skills of the students. 


Changes for Next Year 

In 2013-14, third, fourth and fifth grade 
students will travel from teacher to teacher 
duting the school day. Gullett teachers in 
the upper grades will be department spe- 
cialists, with each focusing on their subject 
matter. All students will get the opportuni- 
ty to learn from all the grade-level teach- 
ets. In this way, Gullett teachers are hon- 
ing their skills on one subject. 

With the new structure there will be 
some teacher changes; but, accotding to 
Principal Janie Ruiz, those changes are 
still being determined. Stay tuned to find 
out who will be where next year. 


Dates to remember: 

August 22: Back to School Skate Night 
August 23: Meet the teacher Day 11:30- 
1:00 p.m. 

August 26: First Day of School ** 


Online Content 


There is more to read online! 
Go to hitp://wumallandaleneighbor. 
com allandale/ for additional articles 
not in this newsletter. You will find 
articles about property taxes, the 
recent neighborhood survey, green 
efforts at Lamar Middle School, 
and the entire text of the interview 
with 50-year (well, almost) Allandale 
residents Max and Betty Arrell. < 


Sunday School * Missions * Senior Adult Groups 


Hispanic Ministry * Music Ministry * Youth Groups 
Small Groups * Mens Groups * Womens Groups 
Community Outreach * Early Childhood Care 
School K-8 « 4 WORSHIP SERVICES WEEKLY 


1500 W. Anderson Lane + Austin 
512-459-1500. 


Covenant Presbyterian 


As a resident of this neighborhood for over 
50 years, | share the love and pride we have in our homes. 
Let me help you get top dollar for yours. 


Preschool and 


Child's Day Out 
3003 Northland Drive 


Space still available for 2013-2014 in our 
Toddler and Five's classes. Summer Camp 
registration is open for ages 2-6! 


Covenant Presbyterian Preschool and Child's 
Day Out is a part-time program created and 
supported by a community of parents, 
teachers and children working 


diane dopson 


op ertie s 


together to provide high-quality 
experiential learning in a Christian 
environment for ages 
9 months — Fives. 


celebrating 
ag Yeats! 


REALTOR" Find more information and sete 
downloadable applications £ D. 
that are accepted year-round O ld 
»1 2.289.6077 at: www.covenant.org/ a 2 Fi 
terri@dianedopson.com preschool iX A 
M 2. ad cis 
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Lawn Preservation Through Another Hot Summer 


Ginger Soule 


f you haven’t applied compost to your 
lawn this spring, it is not too late to do 
so. A quarter inch sprinkling is enough to 

give a powerful boost to your lawn’s 
health. Add a sprinkling of horticultural 
molasses (it comes either as a dry powder 
or a liquid concentrate) and the two 
together will confer some drought toler- 
ance that a lawn without this treatment 
will lack. The third part of helping 
drought tolerance is to water deeply on 
your water day. Shallow watering encout- 
ages toots to stay in the top few inches of 
soil, wheteas deep watering encourages 
roots to grow deeper into the soil seeking 
water as the top few inches of soil dry 
out. Last but not least, mow yout lawn as 
high as your mower will allow. Longer 
leaf blades shade both the ground and 
their own roots, keeping evaporation to a 
minimum. This simple lawn care regimen 
will do wondets to your lawn's ability to 
survive hot summers. 

The reason this works is not obvious. 
However, tesearch in soil science has 
shown that keeping the soil healthy via 
compost, molasses and in the fall a good 
organic fertilizer (8-2-4) is sufficient, and 
that this type of fertilizer works far better 


than fertilizers with high numbers. When 
we “feed the soil" rather than trying to 
feed the plants (which major chemical 
fertilizer companies try to convince us to 
do) we ate actually feeding the beneficial 
microbes in the soil- especially Mycorrhi- 
zal fungi. These highly beneficial fungi 
catty on a symbiotic (mutually beneficial) 
relationship with plant roots, helping 
plants take up minerals, which would be 
unavailable to the plants otherwise. And 
make no mistake, both plants and 
humans are dependent on minerals to 
maintain a healthy immune system and to 
help combat external stresses such as 
drought. Fall fertilization helps grass and 
other plants store carbohydrates in their 
roots for surviving winter. 

Did anyone else have difficulty getting 
tomato plants established this spring? We 
had many nights of 45 degree tempera- 
tures or below; and tomatoes, being semi- 
tropical plants, will not thrive with temper- 
atutes below 45, much less freezing. June 
through about July 10 is the period you 
can replant tomatoes for a fall crop. I con- 
trol pests on tomatoes two ways. For all 
pests except spider 
mites, I cover my 


tomato cages with petticoat netting from 
Joann Fabric. It is 72 inches wide. This will 
keep out tomato horn worms, stink bugs 
and Lygus (leaf-footed bugs that “sting” 
tomatoes leaving a decaying dark spot). I 
clothespin the netting to the tomato cages. 
A liquid spray called Organicide will get 
the spider mites, which of course can get 
through the holes of the netting, The best 
tomatoes to use for fall are cherry and 
“indeterminate” varieties. There are also a 
few heat tolerant varieties which should be 
available at our knowledgeable local nurs- 
eties. (Forget the big box stores where the 
staff rarely know the difference between a 
determinant and indeterminant tomato 
vatiety). Determinant varieties set almost 
all their fruit at the same time. Indetermi- 
nant varieties continue to grow (hence the 
name tomato vines) and continue to set 
fruit over an extended period. For non- 
heat tolerant varieties, fruit production will 
wait until night temperatures cool some. 

Good luck with all your gardening 
endeavors! If anyone would like to have a 
particular garden topic covered, you can 
reach me, Ginger, at 477-6812. & 


Guitar Lessons for Children 


e Experienced and dedicated teachers. 

¢ High-quality program designed for kids 5 and up. 
e Scheduled with you in mind. 
e Medical Parkway location! 


452-8765 


www.austin.childbloom.com 


GUITAR PROGRAM 
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becca, southern belle 
ladybird, $39 
birds on burnet 


: 
burnet e.6th s congress s. lamar ist & red river birdsbarbershop.com 


THE 6 
CHILDBLOOM 


Richard Levy 


Serving Allandale 
for over 30 years 


512-794-9292 or 512-694-2057 
rlevy@sprintmail.com 
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SHERMAN & COMPANY, Realtors’ 
Austin * Kerrville 


LesShermanRealEstate.com 
Shermanco.com 
512-947-8333 or 830-257-7588 


*YOU want PERSONAL service. 

*YOU want to SAVE MONEY. 

*YOU want STRAIGHT ANSWERS; 
no marketing hype. 

*YOU want a Realtor® you can TRUST. 

*YOU want an agent who will 
PROTECT YOUR INTERESTS, 


who has the experience to do what 


Les Sherman, Realtor®- 32 
years in Austin, Texas 


they say they will do. Selling/Advising and Helping 


Austin area Families and 


Investors make good decisions 


“YOU GET MORE WITH LES!” BAIE 


You have a LOT of choices in buyer's agents or listing 
agents in Austin, Texas. Many say they are the 
experts, that they will buy your home, or that they 
are the "neighborhood experts". Before you hire 
anyone, you owe it to yourself to talk to Les and 
get the straight answers and best advice. Then 
make your choice. 


CALL LES TODAY 512-947-8333 


Sherman & Company, Realtors? 
401 Congress Avenue, Ste. 1540, Austin, TX 78701 
512-947-8333 mobile, 512-687-3474 office 
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Chiggers 


Wizzie Brown, Texas AM AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist 


Crises are the larvae, or immature 
stage, of a certain type of mite. 
'These latval mites climb onto people 
when they walk through infested areas. 
The chiggers wander around the body 
secking a good site to feed. They prefer 
to feed in areas where skin is thinnest or 
where clothing fits tightly, such as the 
ankles, waist, and behind the knees and 
groin. 

Chiggers do not burrow into the skin 
as many people believe, so “smothering” 
them by painting the bite area with nail 
polish will not do anything to relieve dis- 
comfort. Instead, chiggers inject a diges- 


tive enzyme which breaks down skin cells. 


The chiggers eat the broken down skins 
cells. Itching and redness is caused by our 
body’s reaction to the enzymes chiggers 
inject into us. Itching typically begins 
three to six hours after being bitten, 
peaks at 24 hours, and can last up to two 
weeks. 


Chiggers inject a 
digestive enzyme 
which breaks 
down skin cells. 


Try to avoid chigger infested areas; 
but since this is not always possible, 
here are some other things to try: 

m Wear protective clothing- tightly woven 
items that fit loosely, including long 
sleeves and pants, shoes ot boots, 

m Tuck pants legs into boots, 

m Avoid sitting on the ground, 

= Remove and launder clothing as soon 
as possible after being in infested 
ateas, 

= Shower or bathe after being in an 
infested area, scrubbing vigorously 
with a washcloth, and 

m Use an insect repellent with DEET or 
picaridin 


To treat chigger infestations around 

the home try the following: 

= Keeping lawn trimmed, 

m Maintain vegetation; do not allow 
weeds to grow up and keep brush 
cleared, and 

m Use residual pesticide sprays, usually 
pyrethroids 


For chigger bites: 

= Do not scratch pustules; opening pus- 
tule might lead to infection 

m Oral antihistamines or topical anti-itch 
creams to relieve itching sensation 


For more information or help with 
identification, contact Wizzie Brown, 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
Program Specialist, at 854-9600. Also 


check out wwmurban-ipm. blogspot.com. % 


INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING? We have reasonable rates! Contact allandaleneighbor@gmail.com or 348-8247. 


Your Neighborhood 
COIN LAUNDROMAT 


2211 Justin Ln. 
Austin, TX 78757 


Celebrate Allandale: 
Love It. Protect It. 


512-374-1110 


www.thelaundryspot.com 


Bright & Clean Remodeled Facility!! 


Weekdays: Weekends: 
8am-10pm 7am - 10pm 


Hy 9 


Look for our yel p 
Check-in Specials!!! 


® 


1, 
vij 


*Friendly Attendants ready to help! 
*1, 2, 4 & 6 Load Washing Machines 
*Regular and Large sized Dryers 


*Great Prices Same Day! 


Wash & Fold 


Drop Off Service 


FREE 


FREE 


The Allandale Neighborhood Association (ANA) depends on 
your annual membership & participation to stay a strong local 
group. Help us represent your interests by getting involved. 
New U, Renewal LJ 

Name 

Address 

Phone 


E-mail 
Membership rates: L1 $15 per household, Q $7 senior rate 


Which Committee would you like to join? 
L1 Membership 
U Bylaws 
L1 Other 


QO) Beautification U Communications 


Q Nominating 
U Events 


Q) Planning & Zoning 


Please make checks payable to: ANA m PO Box 10886 
m Austin, TX 78766-1886 m Or pay online at: wwmallandaleneighbor.com 


Allandale Neighborhood 


PRSRT STD 
Association ECRWSS 
PO Box 10886 PADO 
Austin, TX 78766-1886 EDOM RETAIL 


Transform ACUPUNCTURE 


& CHINESE 


Your Health = | Mep'cine 


REREKERA KERR RERE CK RWS gne 


AOMA is one of the largest providers of || AOMA Clinics North 


acupuncture and Oriental medical health || 2700 W. Anderson Ln. Postal Customer 
care in Central Texas. (512) 467-0370 Austin, TX 

Now accepting several major helath AOMA Clinics South 

insurance plans. 4701 West Gate Blvd. 


(512) 693-4373 


ACA 


GRADUATE SCHOOL of 
INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE 


Join ANA today! See clip-n-send membership form on page 23. 


EUM: 


5 2700 northland dr | austin, tx | 787! 
id Tidings of Austin gtaustin.com | 519.459.5481 
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